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CBSE/DIR(ACAD)/2023 Date: August 11, 2023

Circular No: Acad- 93/2023
All the Heads of Schools Affiliated to CBSE

Subject: — “Meri Mati Mera Desh” 2023

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) stands as a momentous nationwide initiative, managed by the
collective efforts of our citizens, to commemorate 75 years of India's independence. In line with
this monumental occasion, the Ministry of Culture has conceived a campaign named "Meri Mati
Mera Desh," set to serve as the culmination of the Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav. This campaign will
be a tribute to the valorous Veers who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. It willencompass
ceremonies conducted at the block, urban local body, state, and national levels, with the active
participation of educational institutions at all tiers, including schools.

To ensure the resounding success of this initiative, schools play a vital role. CBSE urges all
schools to engage in the following key areas:

e Igniting Enthusiasm through Student Involvement:

o Foster a sense of participation by involving students actively in the campaign.

¢ Devote special assemblies to the campaign's theme and distribute informative leaflets to
parents, creating awareness and garnering support for the cause.

¢ Encourage students to take the Panch Pran Pledge, a solemn commitment to the nation's
values. Additionally, encourage them to take selfies with handfuls of soil ("Mitti") and
upload them to the dedicated website, symbolizing their connection to the land and its
history.

e Ensure that students actively engage in the campaign at the grassroots, block, urban
local body, and national levels.

Details of the comprehensive program outlined by the Ministry of Culture in their letter dated
23.07.2023 are attached in Annexure-1.

Furthermore, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports is spearheading a significant aspect of the
celebration—a plantation drive. In commemoration of 75 years of independence, schools are
encouraged to plant 75 saplings of indigenous trees and establish an "Amrit Vatika" on their
premises. Communication from the Ministry of Youth Affaires is enclosed as Annexure-2

In support of this endeavor, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change is providing
saplings for the plantation. The Director General of Forest and Special Secretary has
communicated with the Principal Chief Conservators of Forest and Heads of Forest Forces of all
States/Union Territories, seeking their involvement. A copy of this letter, dated 10.07.2023, is
enclosed for your reference as Anexure-3

By encouraging student participation in these activities, schools can collectively honor our
heritage, amplify our dedication to the nation, and lay the foundation for a brighter, greener future.

Dr. Joseph Emmanuel
Director (Academics)
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Copy to the respective Heads of Directorates, Organizations and Institutions as indicated below

with a request to disseminate the information to all the schools undertheir jurisdiction:

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, 18 Institutional Area, Shaheed JeetSingh
Marg, New Delhi-16

2. The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti, B-15, Sector-62, Institutional Area, Noida-
201309

3. The Secretary, Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS), Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
Government of India.

4. The Secretary, Sainik Schools Society, Room No. 101, D-1 Wing, Sena Bhawan, NewDelhi-
110001.

5. The Chairman, Odisha Adarsha Vidyalaya Sangathan, N-1/9, Near DoordarshanKendra, PO
Sainik School Nayapalli, Bhubaneswar, Odhisha-751005.

6. The Director of Education, Directorate of Education, Govt. of NCT of Delhi, OldSecretariat,
Delhi-110 054

7. The Director of Public Instructions (Schools), Union Territory Secretariat, Sector 9,
Chandigarh-160017

8. The Director of Education, Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok, Sikkim —737101

9. The Director of School Education, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar —791 111

10. The Director of Education, Govt. of A&N Islands, Port Blair — 744101

11. The Director of Education, S.I.LE., CBSE Cell, VIP Road, Junglee Ghat, P.O. 744103,A&N

Island

12. The Director, Central Tibetan School Administration, ESSESS Plaza, CommunityCentre, Sector
-3, Rohini, Delhi

13. The Additional Director General of Army Education, A —Wing, Sena Bhawan, DHQ, PO,New
Delhi-110001

14. The Secretary AWES, Integrated Headquarters of MoD (Army), FDRC Building No. 202,Shankar
Vihar (Near APS), Delhi Cantt-110010

15. All Regional Directors/Regional Officers of CBSE with the request to send this circularto all the
Heads of the affiliated schools of the Board in their respective regions

16. The Director of School Education, Ladakh, Room No. 101, 102 Ground Floor, Council Secretariat,
Kurbathang, Kargil-Ladakh

17. The Director of School Education, Andhra Pradesh, 3rd Floor, B block, Anjaneya Towers, VTPS
Rd, Bhimaraju Gutta, Ibrahimpatnam, Andhra Pradesh PIN : 521456

18. All Joint Secretary/ Deputy Secretary/ Assistant Secretary/SPS / Analyst, CBSE

19. All Head(s)/ In-Charge(s), Centre of Excellence, CBSE

20. In charge IT Unit with the request to put this Circular on the CBSE Academic Website

21. In-Charge, Library

22. The Head (Media & Public Relations), CBSE

23. DS to Chairperson, CBSE

24. SPS to Secretary, CBSE

25. SPS to Director (Academics), CBSE

26. SPS to Director (Information Technology), CBSE

27. PPS to Controller of Examinations, CBSE

28. SPS to Director (Skill Education), CBSE

29. PPS to Director (Professional Examinations), CBSE

30. PS to Director (Training), CBSE

31. PPS to Director (CTET), CBSE

32. SPS to Director (EDUSAT), CBSE

33. Record File

Director (Academics)
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Secretary GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF CULTURE
NEW DELHI-110 001

<
D.O. No. 42-22/261/2023-AKAM July 23, 2023
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Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM) being celebrated as a nationwide and people
led initiative commemorate 75 years of India's independence and the glorious history of
its people, culture and achievements,

2 ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' started on 12" March 2021 with a march from
Sabarmati to Dandi. n this over two years journey, AKAM programmes have witnessed
massive Janbhagidhari. Till the end of June 2023, more than 9 takh events wele
undertaken. As on date, 9 AKAM related programmes are done every hour. This is the

largest celebratory effort in the post-lndependence history of India dedicated to 75 years
of freedom.

3 “Meri Maati Mera Desh” campaign is envisaged as a culminating event of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsay' 1t involves paying tribute to the ‘Veers', who have made the

supreme sacrifice for the country, by conducting ceremonies at Panchayat/\/ﬂiag@‘
Biock, Urban Local body, State & National level.

4, The details of the programmes under the campaign “Meri Maati Mera Desh” (&
e organized in the Rural and Urban Areas are as given oelow’

A. Programs in Rural Areas: There are three key stages to the programme:
in the rural areas- Panchayat/Village level programme, Block level
Programrme, and the Finale at the National Capital

i. Panchayat level programs: - These prugrammes are to be organized
between S August 2023 to 15" August 2023. There are five elements of
the Panchayat level programmes as detailed betcw!

a. Dedication of Shilaphalakam (memorial): A fundarnental aspect of the
program is to express heartfelt gratitude to all the brave hearts (Veer) who
have made the supreme sacrifice. On the Shilaphalakam, names of the
Veers are to be inscribed. For this purpose, the Veers includes freedom
fighters, defense personnel, personnel of Central Armed Police Forces'
and State Police who laid down their lives in the line of duty
Shilaphalakam may preferably be erected near Amrit Sarovars or in the
absence of Amrit Sarovar, some other appropriate water body. In case no
such water body is available, the Shilaphalakam may be constructed in
the Panchayat building or local school or at some other prominent
location. (The design of the Shilaphalaka n is enclosed in the Annexure).
Events may be held at panchayatVillage from 9" August 2023 to e
August 2023, near Shilaphalakam

Room No 502, 'C' Wing, Shastr Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delh- 110 0C1
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b. Panch Pran Pledge: At the memorial site, people will take a
solemn pledge covering Panch Pran of the Hon'ble Prime Minister,
affirming their commitment to the country. The pledge is given below:

‘I pledge to play my part in building a developed India

| pledge to remove any trace of colonial mindset

| pledge to take pride in promotion & preservation our rich cultural hentage
| pledge to strive for the unity and solidarity of the country

| pledge to fulfill my duties and responsibilities towards my nation

| pledge to honour the sacrifice of our coun.ry's brave-hearts and devole
myself to nation's defense & progress’”

During the ceremony, people would either individually or collectively take a
selfie while taking the pledge with soil in the hand and upload to the
dedicated website. This would be a key public activation activity to ensure
high janbhagidari.

Vasudha Vandhan: Each Gram Panchayativillage will renew and
replenish Mother Earth by planting 75 saplings of indigenous species and
developing an Amrit Vatika.

Veeron Ka Vandan: Panchayats may hold felicitation ceremonies for
honoring thefreedom fighters and the families of the deceased freedom
fighters. They may also honour retired personnel from Defense, CAPF and
State Police and the families of the brave hearts of these forces who have
sacrificed their lives in the line of duty. F=licitation may be as per local
traditions and customs

Hoisting of the National Filag and singing of Rashtragaan may be
undertaken at each of the programme sites

Block Level Programs: Youth volunteers and other people would collect
Mitti from each Panchayat/Village and bring them to the block level. From
each Block Mitti Kalash having the soil from all thePanchayat/Village,
would be carried to the National Capital. For better youth participation at
Gram Panchayat/Village and Block level, the District Youth Officer of
NYKS, Department of Youth Affairs may be associated with the campaign.

Finale Event at New Delhi: From 27" August 2023 to 30" August 2023,
the collected Mitti-Kalash will be transported to Kartavya Path, New Delhi
The Mitti from all parts of the country woulu be utilized to develop a unique
garden. called Amrit Vatika, with plantation of the indigenous species. An
AKAM Memorial dedicated to all the heroes who have contributed for the
freedom . unity and integrity of the country would be erected.

Programs in Urban Areas: There are three key stages to the programme
in the Urban areas. The first level of programmes will be held in the small
Urban Local bodies, Notified Area Councils (NACs), Cantonment Boards,
Town Panchayats. Second level programmes will be at bigger
Municipalities and Municipal Corporations and the third level, i.e. the finale
will be at the National Capital.



Programmes in Small Urban bodies/NAC/Cantonment Boards/Town
Panchayats: These programmes are to bebetween 9" August 2023 to
15™ August 2023. In these areas all the five elements detailed for the rural
areas in para 4 (A)(i) may be conducted

ii. Programmes at the larger Municipalities/Corporations. These
programmes are to beorganized between 16"August 2023 to 20" August,
2023. The Mitti Kalash are to be brought ceremoniously to larger
Municipalities/Corporations.

i Finale Event at New Delhi: From 27" August 2023 to 30" August 2023,
the collected Mitti-Kalash from the Municipalities will be transported to
Kartavya Path, New Delhi.

Cc Program at the State Capital:State Go.zrnments may like to organize
State level ceremonial programmes dedirated to Meri Maati Mera Desh
Campaign. These programmes may be held between 16" August to 25"
August 2023

Important Dates for the Meri Maati Mera Desh Campaign

| Dates t Details ]
| 9" August 2023- 1T Main launch event of the Campaign on 9" August
| 15" August 2023 2023
| \ +  Programmes in Panchayats/Villages, Small Urban
! Local bodies
I Uploading of Selfies
|
716" August 2023- | - Programmes o Blocks, “bigger
| 20" August 2023 l Municipalities/Corporations e M
16" August 2023—1 .- State Level ceremonial orogrammes
25" August 2023 | |

| Towards the Grand Finale Proposed at Kartavya Path — 30" August 2023 |
| 27" August 2023 . Arrval of Youth delegates in Delhi and Preparation for |
! th

- -28" August 2023 |  the Finale |

{P_ZS"‘August 2023 ] - Finale programme with VWVIP presence at Kartavya g
| Or 30" August| Path ,
12023 |

S Ta encourage active participation, a dedicat=1 website is being created
(https:/lyuva gov.in/meri_maati_mera_desh), where both general public and Gram
Panchayat/Village/Urban Local Bodies representatives can get the programme details,
the communication material, take pledge and post self es and thus amplify the digital
traction of the programme. Further, the design of Shilaphalakam would be
downloadable from the website.
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6 Your kind intervention is solicited on the following areas to make the program

successfu
f
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Creation of Buzz through participation of schocl students.

Special assemblies dedicated to the topic and leaflets to parents.

Panch Pran Pledge by the students and selfies with Mitti to be uploaded in
the website dedicated for the purpose

To ensure active participation of students at >anchayat, Block, Urban Local
Bodies and National level programmes.

il ,f,;a a-Ad, Yours sincerely,

e

Govind Mohan)

Shn Sanjay Kumar

Secretary

Department of School Education and Literacy
Ministry of Education
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi — 110001
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i Government of india

. Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sparts

L Sl - Department of Youth Affairs
D.0. No. 1-20011/5/2023-NYKS Dated the 24" July 2023

Dear Saﬂqd.a,? \/'

In order to commemarate 75 years of Independence, a Mega program Meri Mati

th

Mera Desh is proposed to be conducted on 9" August, 2023 in over 2.5 lakhs+ Gram

Panchayats across the nation.

2, A key component of the program is planting of 75 saplings of indigenous trees and
establish Amrit Vatika at village level. This act wauld re-affirm our bond with the land and
renews our commitment to protect it for future generations. The Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change has kindly agreed to offer support by providing saplings for the
plantation. In this regards, DG Forest and Special Secretary Ministry of Environment and
forest have written letter to Principal Chief Conservator of Forest to extend their support A
copy of the letter is attached here.

3 The Amrit Vatika should ideally be located near an Amrit Sarovar or water boay;
where these are unavailable, Village Schools would be excellent locations for the
establishment of Amrit Vatika. If feasible, all schools can plant Amrit Vatikas of 75 saplings
per school. Accordingly, we request the Department of School Education and literacy to
write to School Education Department of States/UTs to identify location for establishment
of Amrit Vatika and extend their support for making this Mega programme a success.

4. Directions are being issued to the field level officers of NYKS/ NSS to liaise with the
respective forest departments in States/Union Territories in this regard. We look forwarg
to hearing from you at the earliest.

VAN rﬂ?o\ﬂ‘ig/

Yours sincerely,
{Meeta Rajivliochan}
Shri Sanjay Kumar
Secretary,

Department of School Education and Literacy,

Shastri Bhawan,
New Delhi-110001
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DIRECTOR GENERAL OF FOREST & SPL. SECY.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE

D. 0. No. 6/DGF&SS/Misc./2023 Dated: 10% July, 2022

Kindly refer to the D.C. letter No. 1-20011/5/2023-NYKS Part-(1) dated 10 July,
2023 regarding Mega plantation drive being conducted to commemorate the 75" year of
Incian Indenandence during the month of July-August, 2023, t¢ promote environmenta!

consarvation (copy enclesed),

s part of this grand evert, it has been planned by Department of Youth Affairs to
plant 75 saplings in each village throughout the country. Approximately 6.64 lakh villages
are in sur nation, and accordingly there is a requirement cf almost about 5 crores saplings

{re this extensive plantation drive. Focus will be on indigenous species which shoulg be

proposed te be planted to each village.

In view of the above, it is requested that District Youth Officers be supportad
qy DFOs far providing saplings and also technical input for plantation ana their

momtenance, Please advise all your subordinate officers accordingly.
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J Yours sincerely,
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(Chandra Prakash Goyal)
(0. 07 200y

The Principa!l Chief Conservator of Forests and HoFF
All States/UTe
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